First Report of Typhula Blight on Agrostis stolonifera and Poa annua in Italy.
During January 2002, Agrostis stolonifera and Poa annua turfgrasses on a golf course in Avigliana (northern Italy) exhibited 10- to 45-cm-diameter circular patches when the snow melted from the greens, tees, and fairways. Many patches coalesced to form large areas of strawcolored blighted turfgrass. At the patch margin, infected plants were covered with white-to-gray mycelium. Plants within patches were matted and appeared slimy with mycelium and sclerotia that were light pink, irregularly shaped, and less than 5 mm in diameter. Isolation from infected leaves on potato dextrose agar, supplemented with 100 mg/l of streptomycin sulfate, consistently yielded a fungus with mycelial, sclerotia, and cultural characteristics of Typhula incarnata (1). Pathogenicity tests were performed by spraying a suspension of mycelium and sclerotia, prepared by chopping mycelium and sclerotia produced in potato dextrose broth, onto 8-week-old A. stolonifera plants grown in plastic trays (45 × 30 cm). Trays were maintained at 0°C for 8 weeks in the dark. Blight symptoms developed on inoculated plants after 6 weeks. Non-inoculated plants remained healthy. The pathogen was reisolated from inoculated plants, and the pathogenicity test was repeated once. Typhula blight incited by T. incarnata was reported in Scandinavian countries and in several European countries including Holland, Germany, Austria, and Switzerland (1). To our knowledge, this is the first report of Typhula blight on turfgrass in Italy. Reference: (1) J. D. Smith et al. 1989. Fungal Diseases of Amenity Turf Grasses. E & FN Spong Ltd, London.